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	GOVERNING BODY NEWSLETTER NO. 2
Welcome to our second newsletter and an opportunity to reflect upon the academic year.  The Governing Body would like to thank our children, all the staff in the school, the PTA and our parents for all your hard work and support during another busy year.  The school continues to be very successful providing an enjoyable learning environment and achieving high standards.  Progress and attainment standards are externally benchmarked at Years 2 and 4 and it is very pleasing to advise that compared to national standards the school’s 2010 Year 2 and 4 results are all well above average.  These results reflect the success of the teachers and support staff in all the year groups in achieving the best outcomes for our children.  There have been many other achievements of note  during the year, but perhaps a few key highlights are as follows:
· Receiving the International Schools Award.
· A Pine Class parent forum with views of parents helping the school to improve admission arrangements.
· Successful implementation of a new Year 1 curriculum in order to better support transition from Pine Class into Year 1.
· The Governing Body “Body Building” event.

· Launch of the learning platform to support children’s learning at home, which will be further developed in the next academic year.

· The trip to Grafham Water by Year 4 children and an opportunity to be challenged in trying out a variety of outdoor activities. 
· The Year 4 Rugby Team winning the Redbourne Schools Sport Partnership Tag Rugby Festival.


	Good Luck and Best Wishes

Our best wishes to the year 4 children as they move on to Alameda Middle School and other schools.  Also our best wishes to Miss Kaur,  Mrs Downing, Mrs Thomas and Miss Hayden who are leaving the school.  Our thanks for their contributions during their time in the school.
	
	PTA Year End Review
The PTA have been working hard to put on a range of fun events throughout the year, for children and adults alike.  The money raised has been put to good use, for the benefit of all the pupils at The Firs.  Last year we spent more than £17K on refitting the old ICT Suite, improving the Pine Class Playground and installing a new Trim Trail for Years 1 & 2.  In addition, we pay for playground equipment, indoor games for wet playtimes, Christmas gifts for each class, Year 4 Swimming lessons, Musical instruments, dressing up clothes and more.  Without your support, we would not have been able to provide these things for the children.

It’s not just about money though – the children have enjoyed the Bingo Night, Discos, Craft Events, Easter Raffle, Fun Run, Film Night and the PTA Christmas Pantomime.  Events like the Quiz Night and The Firs Ball give our parents/carers a good time too.

Remember, all the staff and all of the parents/carers of Firs pupils are members of the PTA, and you are welcome to get involved as much as you like.  It’s what makes our school a great place to be.



	GOVERNOR PROFILE

Bruce Manley, Vice Chair of Governors 
	
	

	I’ve been a Governor at the school for 6 years and am just about to start my third year as Vice Chair. I have one son who is about to go into year 4 and another son at Alameda who is about to go into year 7.


There have been many changes in the School since I started being a Governor and I’ve learned a lot about the issues the School faces and how it deals with those issues. It’s been a lot of fun and I’ve enjoyed every minute of the 6 years so far and am looking forward to learning and enjoying more in the year to come.

I enjoy playing the guitar, spending time with my family and getting involved in sport particularly running, squash and football. I’ve been a lifelong supporter of QPR, or the Pride of West London as I like to refer to them! 
	
	














